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Our group picked this artwork because we were immediately attracted to its likeness to the famous Andy 
Warhol piece, “Campbell’s Soup Can.” We learned that Silver owned an apartment near Warhol. It is evident 
that Warhol’s piece was a big inspiration for Silver’s creation of this artwork. Although it is unclear specifically 
where this piece was created, Warhol lived in New York City and Pittsburgh, PA, so there is a large possibility 
that Silver created this piece in either location.   
 
It was also interesting that at first, we all thought it was simply an artwork piece of Campbell’s soup. However, 
after taking the time to really look at and analyze the painting, we were very interested in the label of the soup. 
In the center of the soup’s front label is a modified illustration of the Venus symbol, representing female 
biology/gender. Silver’s intent was for this symbol to convey the empowerment of women. 
 
Through the label, Silver included important key groups and elements of the Deaf community and culture. Thus, 
this entire artpiece is a work of affirmation. For example, on the label Silver includes under “Ingredients:” Deaf 
Women's United (DWU), Deaf Women's Studies, Deaf Feminism, Deaf Women’s Clubs, Women’s Legal 
Rights and Deaf Rights, etc. These are all historical pieces of information and motifs of empowerment 
regarding Deaf women. It is evident that Silver is showing that characteristics of the Deaf culture include 
supporting each other, open communication, and being proud of one’s deaf identity. The piece shows the 
intersectionality between being a woman and part of the Deaf community. Silver also includes “SERVES all 
Deaf, Hard of Hearing, and Deaf-Blind Women.” This is strong symbolism for the Deaf community’s tight-knit 
culture and shows the importance of empowerment. 
 



Silver once said: 
 

No matter how you look at it – protest art, political satire, victim or graphic wit – I do not 
shy away from ethical questions or controversy. Having fused scholarship, creativity and 
sociopolitical philosophy, I truly believe that my being Deaf-with-a-capital-D gives me a 
greater visual acuity which in turn affects my work, artistic and otherwise. Deaf Art is my 
soul, my heart, my conscience. 

 
Her feelings of being proud about her Deaf identity is very clear throughout her piece “Deaf Woman Soup.” It 
shows that one of Silver’s goals was to convey the strength and unity in the Deaf culture and community. 





 


