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When Susan Dupor was a student at RIT/NTID, it was the first time she felt 

accepted and her first time in a space where so many people use American Sign 

Language. She spent most of her time drawing while growing up. She attributes 

her artistic leaning to her being Deaf. If it weren’t for that experience she believes 

she likely wouldn’t have become an artist. From the Deaf Art website, Susan has 

said ‘I still enjoy storytelling through art.  My paintings may leave viewers 

guessing the plot’. This painting was acquired for the Deaf Studies Archive in 

order to collect art from faculty, students, and staff as proof of participation in 

De’VIA.  



In De’VIA, the color yellow means Hope and Enlightenment. This painting is 

overwhelmed by the color yellow. This feeling of hope and enlightenment 

reinforces the welcoming of the crows. The ground is covered by yellow trees that 

have fallen from the bare trees. This welcoming and hopeful color brings feelings 

of happiness and free spirit. The crows contrast this color and pop out. They are 

the first thing our eyes were drawn to.  

 

To be part of De’VIA, you have to represent the Deaf community. Dupor does 

exactly that in this piece. Her message is unique in that when Deaf people look at 

it, they see woman’s hands and understand that she means “welcome.” When 

Dupor came to RIT/NTID, this may have been the first time she felt welcomed in 

her Deafhood. The birds are friendly and they may also represent the people she 

connected with at RIT because there are so many people to reach out to.  

Through her Deaf eyes, she shows us her positive experience at RIT/NTID with 

crows that are friendly and unique just as she experienced with different people 

at RIT/NTID.  

 

The symbolic meaning of autumn is more profound than you think. These 

symbolic associations are powerful reminders that Mother Nature has an 

incredible influence on our lives, just like her, the subject’s bare feet show her 

connecting with nature. Autumn may refer to ripeness, change, maturity, beauty, 

sadness or preparing for an end or decline. The leaves begin to change color and 

fall, just like a circle of life; Birth, Death, Rebirth. 

 



According to Joan Natuarale, this piece and other pieces in the archive are “are 

examples of De’VIA work that provide evidence of Deaf Culture. It is there for 

future generations to view and to understand the history of De’VIA works and 

now it provides a guideline for other Deaf communities around the world and 

gives examples of how and what to collect. It is simultaneously showing and 

supporting Deaf Art, Culture and History”. 

 


