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This piece created by Mary Dignan is a mosaic made up of brightly colored pieces of glass and broken 
ceramic, organized to shape a head surrounded in blue in the lower right corner with a rainbow emanating 
up and away from it. The face has one heart shaped eye and the hairdo is made out of alternating broken 
pieces of rainbow colored stone and marble-like glass. The rainbow spreading out was created using 
alternating materials, colors and shapes, for example the yellow and red pieces of glass are curled and 
bendy while the both the dark and the light blue glass pieces are round and evenly sized, some of the 
green pieces are similar to the blue ones while others are shaped like the sun with a face imprinted in the 
middle. The grey is alternated glass spheres and metal. All of this is made on top of a wooden board. 
 
It was acquired for the RIT/NTID archives in January 2015 by RIT librarian Joan Naturale.  In the RIT 
Archives there is a sales flyer and a biography about the artist accompanying the mosaic, on which the 
artist herself stated the following about the work: 
 
Rainbow Ghost is a self-portrait. As I continue to lose my eyesight, I strive for insight and grace. The ghost 
in the rainbow is the one who searches for all those inner colors, the one who sees through the inner eye. 
 

Almost everything used in these pieces is recycled or salvaged, including the wood bases and 
many of the glass globs and shapes. I use tile nippers and wheeled glass nippers to break up 
my own tesserae out of large ceramic tiles, broken dishes, stained glass and glass tile. I often 
incorporate figurines, metal chains, costume jewelry and hardware into my pieces. 

 
 
Mary Dignan is a deafblind artist who was born with moderate to severe hearing loss, but whose deafness 
wasn’t diagnosed until she was 5. In college she got diagnosed with Retinitis Pigmentosa (RP), which 
would eventually be explained as her having Usher type 2. Usher syndrome causes individuals to lose their 
hearing and sight, there are 3 main types and type 2 is defined by moderate to severe deafness at birth and 
loss of sight through RP at a later stage in life. She received a cochlear implant in 2008 after increasing 
hearing loss, and says she’s delighted to be part of the hearing world again. 


